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Mission
The mission of Prince George’s County Public Schools is to ensure that
all students acquire knowledge and develop skills and understandings
that will enable them to become productive citizens and lifelong learners
in a technological, diverse society.
This mission is accomplished by identifying and nurturing strong instructional leadership; establishing
high expectations for all students, parents, teachers, staff, and administrators; implementing a rigorous,
technology-infused curriculum; emphasizing effective learning strategies for students at all performance
levels; maintaining a safe and orderly school environment; monitoring students’ progress, resulting in
appropriate adjustments to instructional programs; developing high levels of accountability; and
cultivating meaningful family and community involvement.
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Core Values
Integrity
We are committed to doing what is right, even when no one is watching. Integrity is more than simple honesty. It involves keeping
commitments, being sincere, being honest in word and deed, and expecting the same of others. This character trait is the foundation of
our value system, without it all other core values cannot prevail.
Excellence
We are committed to high standards, thoroughness, and accuracy. We insist on giving our best effort in all of our work. We recognize the
difference between “honest mistakes” (best effort, bad result) and “bad mistakes” (careless performance or little effort).
Professionalism
We value continuous education and training as a means to achieving the highest level of professional performance, which is reflected in
our decisions and actions.
Collaboration
We are committed to working as a team and uniting with all stakeholders to achieve common goals and to make decisions in the best
interest of children. Collaboration diminishes or eliminates obstacles that prevent us from achieving our goals.
Mutual Respect
We value the contributions of each individual and encourage all members of the school community to be independent thinkers. We
expect all members of the school community to express positive regard toward each other as we work to achieve our common goals.
Empowerment
We are encouraged to act courageously in making decisions that further the mission of Prince George’s County Public Schools.
Loyalty
We are committed to achieving high quality job performance by supporting each other and dedicating ourselves to meeting the needs of
Prince George’s County Public Schools and exceeding the community’s expectation.
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2005 African-American History Month
Prince George’s County public schools celebrate
African-American History Month each year by recognizing
prominent individuals who have made significant
contributions to society. This year, the Office of
Communications presents a look at African-American
pioneers for whom several county schools are named.
Prince George’s County Public Schools honors the
work of these African-American leaders and is proud to share
their stories.
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PGCPS History
“Prior to 1900, most public school teachers had been men,
but about this time many maiden ladies began to teach, some
of them spending their entire lives teaching in the same school.
Teachers usually travelled to school in a buggy or on horseback.
Some boarded with a local family and walked. Pupils walked, some
coming several miles, bringing their lunches in pails.“
Paragraph taken from “The Public Schools of Prince George’s County” - Bicentennial Edition - “As I Remember It”
by Catherine Riley
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History

Carter Godwin Woodson
1875-1950
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In 1915, Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson founded The
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History. Through
that Association, he began pressing for the establishment of
Negro History Week as a way to bring national attention to
the accomplishments of African-Americans. He hoped to
neutralize the apparent distortions in Black history and to
provide a more objective and scholarly balance to American
and World History.
Dr. Woodson's dream became a reality in 1926. He chose
the second week of February for the observance because of
its proximity to the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and
Frederick Douglass, two individuals whom Dr. Woodson felt
had dramatically affected the lives of African-Americans.
In 1976, the Association succeeded in expanding the
observance, which then became Black History Month.
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Frederick Douglass High School

Frederick Douglass
1818-1895
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Frederick Douglass was one of the foremost leaders of the
abolitionist movement, which fought to end slavery within the United
States in the decades prior to the Civil War.
A brilliant speaker, Douglass was asked by the American
Anti-Slavery Society to engage in a tour of lectures, and so became
recognized as one of America's first great Black speakers. He won
world fame when his autobiography was publicized in 1845. Two years
later, he began publishing an antislavery paper called the North Star.
Douglass served as an adviser to President Abraham Lincoln during
the Civil War and fought for the
adoption of constitutional
amendments that guaranteed voting
rights and other civil liberties
for Blacks. Douglass provided
a powerful voice for human rights
during this period of American
history and is still revered today
for his contributions against
racial injustice.
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Ernest Everett Just Middle School

Ernest Everett Just
1883-1941

Dr. Ernest Everett Just was a true scholar. Dr. Just was bold enough to challenge the theories of
leading biologists of the 19th and 20th centuries. Dr. Just was passionately driven to understand the world
of the cell. His tenacity and motivation led him to add to our understanding of the process of artificial
parthenogenesis and the physiology of cell development.
He was born August 14, 1883, in Charleston, South Carolina. At an early age, he demonstrated a gift
for academic research. For example, in 1907, he was the only person to graduate magna cum laude from
Dartmouth College with a degree in zoology, special honors in botany and history, and honors in
sociology. Immediately after graduation, Dr. Just taught at Howard University where he was appointed
head of the Department of Zoology in 1912.
Dr. Just was also a founder to the illustrious Fraternity Omega Psi Phi, which was the first
African-American Fraternity founded on a predominantly Black Campus. At Howard, he also served as
a professor in the medical school and head of the Department of Physiology until his death. The first
Spingarn Medal was awarded to the reluctant and modest Just by the NAACP in 1915 for his
accomplishments as a pure scientist. In 1916, Dr. Just graduated magna cum laude from the University
of Chicago, receiving his doctorate in experimental embryology.

He received international acclaim for work he completed during the summers from 1909 to
1930 at the Marine Biological Laboratory (MBL) in Woods Hole, Massachusetts. At MBL, he
conducted thousands of experiments studying the fertilization of the marine mammal cell. In
1922, he successfully challenged Jacque Loeb's theory of artificial parthenogenesis.
Although Dr. Just was considered a leader and authority for his work with cell
development, as an African-American, he experienced racism and prejudice. For this reason,
Dr. Just decided to study in Europe in 1930. While in Europe, in 1938, he published a number
of papers and lectured on the topic of cell cytoplasm. Dr. Just died October 27, 1941, in
Washington, DC.
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Matthew Henson Elementary School
Matthew Henson was born to free African-American parents in Charles County, Maryland,
on August 8, 1886. In 1867, Matthew's moved to Georgetown, Maryland, just outside of
Washington, DC.
When Matthew was 13, he took a position as a cabin boy on a merchant ship. In the next five
years, he traveled the world while learning everything he could about seamanship. But, due to the
racism and prejudice he experienced from White sailors, he left his life at sea when he was 18.
Soon after returning to the east coast, Matthew met Robert Peary, a lieutenant in the U.S.
Navy. Peary offered Henson a job to serve on an expedition to Nicaragua. During this time,
Henson demonstrated abilities in ways that proved extremely valuable to the expedition. As a
result, Peary asked him to be part of an expedition that would ultimately reach the North Pole.
Each expedition over the next two decades started from Greenland. It was here that
Henson's experience at each attempt proved invaluable. He learned everything necessary
from the native Innuit to live in the extreme climates of this hostile environment. In turn, he was
responsible for training each member of the expedition, including Commander Peary.
Matthew Henson
1886-1955
Finally, on April 7, 1909, Peary, Henson, and several Innuit reached the North
Pole. It would not be for several decades, though, that Henson would receive any
credit at all for his contributions to the expedition.
Matthew Henson died on March 9, 1955. Four years later, on April 6, 1959, a
memorial plaque honoring the accomplishments of this great explorer was placed in
the Maryland State House.
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Doswell E. Brooks Middle School

Doswell E. Brooks
1894-1968
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Doswell E. Brooks was the Supervisor of Black schools for
34 years in Prince George’s County. He was born in Virginia but
raised in Baltimore, Maryland. He attended Hampton Institute to
become a teacher. World War I took him to France. After the war, he
came to Prince George’s County to supervise 43 schools. A year later,
he helped to start the first high school for Black students in
Upper Marlboro.
Doswell Brooks helped to buy the first school bus for Black
students and worked hard to see that students had new books.
He worked with parents to buy a building for their Parent/Teacher
Association (PTA). Here, parents
met countywide. He also expressed
interest in the town where he lived;
and, in 1955, he became Mayor of
Fairmount Heights. In 1956,
Doswell Brooks was
appointed as the first Black
member of the Prince George’s
County Board of Education.
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Thurgood Marshall Middle School
Thurgood Marshall is one of the most well-known figures in the history of civil rights in America
and the first Black Supreme Court Justice. He served on the Court for 24 years until June 28, 1991,
when he announced his retirement due to advancing age and deteriorating health. He passed away
January 24, 1993.
Before serving on the Supreme Court, Marshall served as legal director of the NAACP. His tenure,
from 1940 to 1961, was a pivotal time for the organization, as overturning racial segregation was one of
its prime directives. Marshall, along with his mentor, Charles Hamilton (who was the first Black lawyer to
win a case before the Supreme Court), developed a long-term strategy for eradicating segregation in
schools. They first concentrated on graduate and professional schools, believing that White judges would
be more likely to sympathize with the ambitious young Blacks in those settings. As the team won more
and more cases, they turned toward elementary and high schools.
This culminated in the landmark 1954 decision “Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka”
which declared segregation of public schools illegal. By this time, Marshall was an experienced Supreme
Court advocate. He presented each of his cases in what would become his hallmark style:
straightforward and plain-spoken. When asked for a defintion of "equal" by Justice Frankfurter, Marshall
replied, "Equal means getting the same thing, at the same time and in the same place.”
President John Kennedy appointed Marshall to the
Thurgood Marshall
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit
1908-1993
in 1961. It was not an easy confirmation:
a group of Southern senators held up his confirmation for months, and he served initially
under a special appointment made during a Congressional recess. Still, from 1961 to 1965,
he managed to write 112 opinions on that court, none of which were overturned on appeal.
From 1965 to 1967, he served as Solicitor General under President Johnson. President
Johnson said at the time that appointing Marshall on the Supreme Court was "the right thing
to do, the right time to do it, the right man and the right place."
Thurgood Marshall is survived by his wife, Cecilia, and two sons.
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Robert R. Gray Elementary School

Robert R. Gray
1910-2003
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Robert Riglry Gray grew up in Lakeland (later College Park), Maryland. He attended
Armstrong High School in Washington, DC, and graduated in 1927. Three years later, he
received his teaching certificate from Bowie State College. In 1949, he received a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Elementary Education from Morgan State College in
Baltimore, Maryland, and in 1951 he earned a Master of Arts Degree in Administration
and Supervision from New York University. In addition, he attended George Washington
University and took courses in Administration and Supervision.
His career as a school administrator began in 1930, when he served as principal of
a two- and four-teacher school in Talbot County, Maryland. He started to work in
Prince George’s County in 1934 as principal of Fairmount Heights Elementary School.
He left Fairmount Heights to serve in the United States Army from 1942-1946, and
returned to continue serving as principal at the school until 1970.
Robert Gray was also an active volunteer in the Fairmount Heights community. He
served on the administrative board of his Church, Grace United Methodist; assumed
several leadership positions in the
Elks Club; volunteered as the
Maryland Congress of PTA’s
Recording Secretary from
1936-1940; acted as the Town of
Fairmount Heights Clerk Treasurer
from 1953-1959; and served as a
town Councilmember, and finally,
Mayor from 1977-1989.
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G. James Gholson Middle School

G. James Gholson
1912-

Read to Lead

G. James Gholson continues to be a giant in public education, a scholar, master teacher,
administrator, and an advocate for the children of Prince George’s County who established an enviable
record of distinguished service.
He received his bachelor and master of science degrees from Hampton University in 1945 and
1946, respectively, and continued extensive graduate work at New York University, George Peabody
College, Columbia University, the University of Maryland, and Penn State University.
He began his career as a teacher in 1943 and was appointed Principal of Fairmont Heights High
School in 1950. During his tenure in the Prince George’s County public school system, Mr. Gholson
was nationally recognized for profoundly influencing the frontier of human knowledge and the moral
development of young people in the nation’s public schools.
On the county level, Mr. Gholson served as Administrative Assistant to the Assistant
Superintendent for Secondary Education where he was the master architect of the system-wide
desegregation plan and played a key role in the
implementation process. He was recognized in
Newsweek Magazine for his role as the
architect and engineer of the desegregation
plan and co-authored an evaluation instrument
for administrators in Prince George’s County
Public Schools, which has been replicated in
the public schools in Louisville, Kentucky;
New Castle and Wilmington, Delaware;
Laurel, Mississippi; and Seattle, Washington.
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Charles Herbert Flowers High School
Charles Herbert Flowers, a Glenarden resident, was an Aviation Cadet Captain who
served as an instructor for the Tuskegee Airmen. He was one of 13 cadets to complete
all phases of air flight training. In 1942, he was the first cadet chosen to become a flight
instructor; only two other cadets from later classes received that distinction.
The Tuskegee Airmen were the best pilots of their time because the Tuskegee
Institute only accepted the best. Only those who met extensive physical and mental
qualifications were accepted. No one wanted this experiment to fail; therefore, no
standards were lowered.
These men worked harder than most of the other escorts and they were sent on more
missions although their squadron consisted of fewer men than the White units. When
Whites refused to have them as escorts, claiming the African-American pilots couldn't
handle the mission, the Tuskegee Airmen courageously and willingly offered more
Charles Herbert Flowers
evidence that they could fly and that they were the best. They escorted White bomber
1918squadrons. Finally, Americans fought together
and not one another. They both had a common
enemy, a common love for America, and
maybe even one another.
Captain Flowers moved his family to Prince George’s County in 1963.
After retiring from Goddard Space Center, Flowers taught a youth aviation
class, is a member of the East Coast Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen,
Incorporated, and serves as a mentor in the Ebenezer United Methodist
Men’s Mentoring Program. An upstanding citizen, he has dedicated himself
to introducing the youth of Prince George’s County to aviation.
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Samuel P. Massie Elementary School
Dr. Samuel P. Massie is a native of North Little Rock, Arkansas, where both his parents were
schoolteachers. Dr. Massie attended Dunbar Jr. College (Little Rock, Arkansas) and, at the age of 18,
received a BS degree (summa cum laude) from A.M.N. College of Arkansas (now the University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff) with a major in Chemistry. He was awarded the MA degree in Chemistry from
Fisk University in Nashville, and the Ph.D. degree in Organic Chemistry from Iowa State University.
In 1940, after completing his MS degree, Dr. Massie remained at A.M.N. College of Arkansas to
serve as acting head of the math and physics department. After a year, he left that position to pursue
his doctorate. While working on his Ph.D., Dr. Massie joined the team of scientists working on the
development of the atomic bomb. In 1943, he was asked to develop liquid compounds of uranium,
research which would later prove a dead end in what was called the Manhattan Project.
Upon completion of his doctorate, Dr. Massie returned to Fisk University to teach. He later served as
Department of Chemistry Chairman at Langston University, Fisk University, and Howard University.
From 1960-63, he was an Associate Program Director at the National Science Foundation, and from
1963-66, he was President of the North Carolina College at Durham. In 1966, he became the first
Samuel P. Massie
African-American professor at the U.S. Naval Academy where he taught chemistry and cofounded the
Black studies program. From 1977-81, he served as Chairman of the Department of Chemistry at the
1919academy.
Dr. Massie retired at the end of the first semester of 1993-94. At the end of the same school year, Dr. Massie was named Professor
Emeritus. On July 1, 1994, Dr. Massie came out of retirement to become Vice President for Education of The Bingwa Software Company.
He has received countless honors and awards. In 1961, the MCA named him one
of the six best College Chemistry Professors in the United States. He is listed in
American Men of Science, and Who's Who in America. In 1976, the Anne Arundel
County (MD) Chapter of the NAACP gave him its Freedom Funds Award, and in July
1976, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity presented Dr. Massie with its highest award: The
Laurel Wreath.
Dr. Massie is married. His wife Gloria recently retired from teaching Psychology at
Bowie State University. They have three sons, all of whom finished law school.
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Cora L. Rice Elementary School

Cora L. Rice
1926-1991
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Born in Edenton, North Carolina, Cora L. Rice was raised by parents who instilled in her a strong
sense of family, deep spiritual convictions, and the importance of education. The family moved to
Washington, DC, where she graduated from Cardozo High School then returned to North Carolina
to attend Elizabeth City Teacher's College.
Ms. Rice moved to New York City, where she attended New York University. After receiving a
bachelor's degree in business administration in 1955, she settled in Prince George's County and
worked as a telephone communications manager. She later established her own telephone
answering business, one of the first African-American-owned businesses in the county. Prince
George's County in the mid-1950's was predominantly White and schools, public places,
communities, and jobs were divided along racial lines. Ms. Rice became a key figure in civil rights
groups, including the United Black Fund, Citizens for Human Rights, United Communities Against
Poverty, and Combined Communities in Action. She marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in Selma, Alabama, and she joined the Prince
George's County Branch of the NAACP, serving three
terms as president.
Deeply committed to the welfare of African-American
children, Cora often took in homeless youngsters. She
was lovingly called "Mom Rice" by the many children,
including her own. She also sought better relations
between police and young people.
Two awards of which she was especially proud
were an Outstanding Leadership Award from President
Lyndon B. Johnson and the Hester V. King Award for
Community Service from the Prince George's County
Branch of the NAACP in 1989.
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Judge Sylvania W. Woods, Sr.

Judge Sylvania W. Woods, Sr.
1927-1997
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Elementary School

Judge Sylvania W. Woods, Sr., was born and educated in Georgia. He was one
of seven siblings born to Andrew and Cora Woods. Their Christian home was the
foundation on which he built his philosophy of respect, education, pride, humility,
and honesty. It's the basic reason he lived a life as a man his family, friends, and
neighbors felt was an honor to know.
Judge Woods left school in the tenth grade, at the age of 15, to join the Navy,
in order to provide for his widowed mother. He served in World War II and received
an honorable discharge. He completed high school requirements and enrolled at
Morris Brown College in Atlanta, Georgia. It was in Atlanta that he met his wife,
Geneva Holloway, who was attending Grady Nursing School.
Judge Woods began practicing law in Washington, DC, in 1962, and in
Prince George's County in 1967. The Woods family moved to Glenarden,
Maryland, in 1963. From 1967-1976, he
practiced law exclusively in Prince
George's County. He was appointed to the
District Court of Maryland Fifth Circuit
(1976-94), and Seventh Judicial Circuit
(1994-97.)
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Jessie B. Mason School

Jessie B. Mason
1927-1997
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Dr. Jessie B. Mason was born in South Hampton, Virginia. She received her B.S.
Degree in Education from West Virginia State College, her M.S. Degree in Special
Education from the University of Maryland, and her Doctorate in Education from
Nova University in Florida. She was known throughout the Metropolitan Washington
area for her personal, educational, and professional services to individuals,
organizations and, especially, children.
Dr. Mason gave 40 years of service to the students in Prince George’s County
Public Schools, and was one of the pioneers in the field of Special Education. Many
of the programs that are currently in existence are a result of her vision, dedication,
and countless hours of hard work needed to break the barriers of discrimination
against students with disabilities in the schools.
Dr. Mason’s leadership established programs at North Forestville and John Carroll
elementary schools, Thomas Johnson
Middle School, and Bowie High School.
She was a mentor to many special
education teachers who later became
administrators.
The Prince George’s County Counsel
for Exceptional Children, Chapter 263,
has established The Jessie B. Mason
Award to honor Dr. Mason’s outstanding
leadership in administration.
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Bonnie F. Johns Educational Media Center

Bonnie F. Johns
1929-1989
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Bonnie F. Johns was a significant individual in the long struggle to achieve equal
education for Black children in Prince George’s County. She has been described as
“… a clear, loud voice for the children of Prince George’s County.” From 1966 to
1969, she was Executive Director of United Communities Against Poverty, an agency
designed to combat poverty in the County’s inner-beltway communities. In 1972,
she worked as an infant care counselor at the Comprehensive Community Mental
Health Center.
She was appointed to the Prince George’s County Board of Education in 1977
and ran unopposed in 1980. For six years, she was the only African-American on the
Board and she helped guide the school system through a turbulent period of
desegregation. In 1984, her last year on the Board, she served as its chair.
In 1986, County Executive
Parris Glendening appointed her
as the first executive director of the
newly created Commission on
Children and Youth. Poor health
forced her to resign from the
Commission in 1988.
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School
Martin Luther King, Jr., was born in Atlanta on January 15, 1929. He was one of three children of
Martin Luther King, Sr., Pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church, and Alberta (Williams) King, a former school
teacher.
After going to local grammar and high schools, King enrolled in Morehouse College in Atlanta in 1944.
He wasn't planning to enter the ministry, but then he met Dr. Benjamin Mays, a scholar whose manner
and bearing convinced him that a religious career could be intellectually satisfying as well. After receiving
his bachelor's degree in 1948, King attended Crozer Theological Seminary in Chester, Pa., winning the
Plafker Award as the outstanding student of the graduating class, and the J. Lewis Crozer Fellowship as
well. King completed the coursework for his doctorate in 1953, and was granted his degree two years
later, upon completion of his dissertation.
Married by then, King returned South to become pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in
Montgomery, Alabama. Here, he made his first mark on the civil-rights movement by mobilizing the
Black community during a 382-day boycott of the city's bus lines. King overcame arrest and other
violent harassment, including the bombing of his home. Ultimately, the U.S. Supreme Court declared
bus segregation unconstitutional.
Martin Luther King, Jr. A national hero and a civil-rights figure of growing
importance, King summoned together a number of Black
1929-1968
leaders in 1957, and laid the groundwork for the organization
now known as the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC). He was elected its president, and soon began helping other
communities organize their own protests against discrimination.
In 1960, King was a principal speaker at the historic March on Washington, where he
delivered one of the most passionate addresses of his career. In Selma, Alabama, he led a
voter-registration campaign that ended in the Selma-to-Montgomery Freedom March. Next,
King brought programs to Chicago to rehabilitate the slums and provide housing.
Death came for Dr. King on April 4, 1968, on the balcony of the Black-owned
Lorraine Hotel just off Beale Street. While standing outside with Jesse Jackson and
Ralph Abernathy, King was shot in the neck by a rifle bullet.
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Drew-Freeman Middle School
Dr. Jesse L. Freeman, Jr. Associate Superintendent for Personnel in Prince George’s County
public schools, died of cancer on February 1, 1994. A resident of the Washington area since 1967,
he lived in Mitchellville. Dr. Freeman retired after 27 years with the school system. He began as a
science teacher at Thomas G. Pullen Junior High School and later was vice principal and principal of
Mount Rainier Junior High School.
Dr. Freeman was principal of Francis Scott Key Junior High School before being named assistant
superintendent in 1985 and associate superintendent in 1991. Dr. Freeman was a native of Virginia
Beach and a graduate of Virginia State University. He received a master’s degree in education from
American University and a doctorate in education from Virginia Polytechnic Institute.
He had been instrumental in the implementation of a Science, Mathematics, and Technology
Center at Francis Scott Key and several other schools in the county. In his honor, the staff wanted
to rename the school after him. It was suggested that the staff honor his memory by placing his name
over the auditorium instead of the school building.

Jesse L. Freeman, Jr.
1940-1994

Charles Drew
1904-1950
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Another suggestion was
to name the school after
the famous black surgeon,
Dr. Charles Drew.
A compromise was reached
and the school was named
Drew-Freeman Middle School,
a Science, Mathematics, and
Technology Center. In 1997,
Drew-Freeman became a
dedicated magnet school.
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Isaac J. Gourdine Middle School

Isaac J. Gourdine
1946-2002
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Councilman Isaac J. Gourdine was serving his second term on the Prince George’s County
Council when he met his untimely death on February 25, 2002. He served on the Prince George’s
County Council from 1994 through February 2002.
He served as Vice-Chairman of the Health, Education, and Human Services (HEHS) Committee.
He also served as Vice-Chairman of the Transportation, Housing, and Environment (THE)
Committee. Councilman Gourdine was also a member of the Rules and General Assembly
Committee, the Health Advisory Committee, as well as Liaison to the
Prince George’s County Health Department.
Councilman Gourdine was a member of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), the Coalition of Concerned Black Christian Men, the National Bar
Association, the Federal Bar Association, the J. Franklyn Bourne Bar Association, and the
Washington Bar Association.
A former Cub Scout Leader at Tayac Elementary School, Councilman Gourdine was also a
Scoutmaster of Troop 487, a former President of the Friendly and Lord Baltimore PTA’s and a
former Vice-President of Maplewood Civic Association.
Councilman Gourdine received his undergraduate
and law degrees from Howard University and practiced
civil and criminal law for approximately 22 years.
He was a Hearing Examiner for the District of
Columbia’s Department of Transportation for 5 years.
In addition, he was a Vietnam War Veteran.
Mr. Gourdine was born in Charleston,
South Carolina, on December 6, 1946, the
fourth of 12 children. He lived in Fort Washington,
Maryland, with his wife, Mary, and was the proud
father of two children.
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Prince George’s County Board of Education
Beatrice P. Tignor, Ed.D., Chair
Howard W. Stone, Jr., Vice Chair
John R. (Jack) Bailer
Abby L. W. Crowley, Ed.D.
Charlene M. Dukes, Ed.D.
Robert O. Duncan
Judy G. Mickens-Murray
José R. Morales
Dean Sirjue
Morgan A. Shepard, Student Member
André J. Hornsby, Ed.D., Secretary/Treasurer and Chief Executive Officer
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